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Mission Statement
The Garden City School District seeks to create an 

environment for learning which enables each student 
the opportunity to grow as an individual as well as a 

group member while striving to achieve the optimal level 
of academic, social and personal success.

Students will thrive in a learning environment that is 
developmentally appropriate, individualized and 

challenging.

Our goal and responsibility is to help each student 
develop an enthusiasm for learning, a respect for self 

and others, and the skills to become a creative 
independent thinker and problem solver.   
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Vision
Inspiring and Challenging our Students to Accomplish Their 

Personal Best

Students will:

Foster a curiosity for learning.
Engage in productive cognitive struggle.

Find their individual passions, creativity, and strengths.
Grow increasingly self-confident.

Develop appreciation for multiple disciplines and the 
larger world.

Collaborate, communicate, and adapt.
Build respectful relationships.
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What is Erin’s Law?

● Named after childhood sexual assault survivor, author, 

speaker and activist Erin Merryn, the founder and President 

of the Erin's Law organization.

● August 2019: New York State becomes the 37th state to sign 

Erin’s Law into legislation. 

● NY State requires all public schools to teach 

prevention-focused lessons on child sexual abuse and 

exploitation to students in Kindergarten through grade 8. 
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https://www.erinslaw.org/for-parents/


WHY is Erin’s Law Needed?

According to the CDC:

● As many as 25% of girls and 8% of 

boys will experience sexual abuse.

● 91% of child sexual abuse is 

perpetrated by someone the child or 

the child’s family knows.
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Garden City’s Approach
● Prevention-oriented child sexual abuse lessons in all 

schools.

● Age-appropriate techniques to help students recognize 

warning signs of child sexual abuse and tell a safe adult.

● Professional development for staff about child sexual abuse.

● Parent/guardian workshops on the warning signs of child 

sexual abuse, how to find assistance, and referral/resource 

information to support sexually abused children and their 

families.
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Topics Schools Must Address 
● Healthy relationships help us feel good, empowered and 

safe. Unhealthy relationships make us feel scared, worried, 

and unsafe.

● Some situations are healthy; others are unhealthy.

● Abuse is never the child’s fault.

● Children can find and get help from safe adults.

● Children can take steps to stay safe in their personal 

relationships and online.
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Important Considerations
● Sensitivity to children or adults affected by sexual 

abuse.

● Strong parent/guardian partnership.

● Instruction that is made accessible to all types of 

learners.

● Ongoing support for students with questions, 

concerns, or revealed trauma.
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Supporting All Learners
Special Education
● Differentiation based on students’ cognitive and social-emotional 

needs.
● Coordinating directly with parents whose children have complex 

communication needs.
● Enhanced awareness for aides, paraprofessionals, and others who 

directly support students.

English Language Learners
● Responsiveness to cultural differences around sharing and reporting 

concerns.
● Adjusting language to ensure comprehension.
● Additional outreach to parents who need translation.
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Implementation Plan
● Fall 2021 Introduction and discussion with 

administrators and a parent group.

● Winter 2021 Board presentation.

● Winter/Spring 2022  Professional development, 

parent webinar, lesson implementation.

● Summer 2022  Review and adjustment.
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Questions and Comments
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